
The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

I'm writing to urge you to support the proposed merger between Hughes
Electronics and EchoStar Communications.  I believe the merger holds tremendous
potential for my company in springfield, IL which sells the DIRECTV satellite TV
service. The new company will offer a more attractive product to consumers, and
this will mean more business for my company.

The majority of my customers are not able to subscribe to their local broadcast
channels via satellite.  This is the case because DIRECTV does not have
sufficient spectrum to provide all local channels in every one of the country's
210 local television markets.  Currently, DIRECTV offers local broadcast
channels in only 43 markets.  The merger will allow the combined company to
reclaim the spectrum currently used for the duplicate broadcasting of
approximately 500 identical TV channels. This will increase capacity and  allow
the new company to serve all television markets in the U.S.  This will allow me
to offer my customers a more competitive alternative to cable in the near
future.

For my customers who do enjoy broadband access to the Internet via DSL and cable
modem, this merger will result in increased competition in the broadband market,
because the new company will be able to provide an affordable high-speed
Internet access service via satellite.  This would help drive down prices of the
DSL and cable providers. For those living beyond the reach of cable and DSL
wires, the new company may be their only chance of getting an affordable high-
speed Internet service.

My customers chose satellite TV over cable because of its superior customer
service, better quality picture and sound, and the abundance of channel options.
However, cable companies now offer digital cable in millions of homes. This has
negated the past advantages of satellite over cable TV and has begun to hurt
DIRECTV's and EchoStar•s ability to compete. The new company will have the
resources, spectrum and satellites necessary to offer a competitive satellite TV
product while improving customer service and keeping cable prices in check.

In addition to the benefits already mentioned, the spectrum efficiencies created
by the merger would allow the new company to offer new and enhanced television
services, such as high definition television, interactive television, and near
video-on-demand.  These innovations will increase the allure of satellite TV and
offer new sales opportunities for satellite TV.

The EchoStar-HUGHES merger will allow the new company to offer a stronger
satellite TV product nationwide, providing local broadcast channels in every
television market, and new and enhanced television services such as HDTV,
interactive TV, and more.  In addition, the new company will be able to offer an
affordable, high-speed Internet product to every zip code in the country.  As a



retailer for DIRECTV, I will benefit from increased sales.  For all of these
reasons, I urge you to support the EchoStar-HUGHES merger.

Sincerely,

dr. james t   burton
2353 wiggins ave
springfield, IL  62704


